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UNHRC 58th Session
Submission of the Institute for NGO Research:

Complicity in the Aftermath of October 7

On October 7, 2023, six thousand Palestinian terrorists poured across the border from Gaza
into Israel, slaughtering 1200 people, torturing and maiming thousands, including 36
children who were butchered and burned alive in their homes. These Palestinian attackers
murdered and raped 360 young people at the Nova music festival. Hamas, and other
terrorist groups, also took hostage and tortured more than 250 individuals, including
Holocaust survivors, the elderly, women, and children. The Bibas children, a baby and a 4
year old bo,y are still being held captive. Simultaneously, Hamas, the PFLP, and Islamic Jihad
launched thousands of rockets at Israeli population centers, threatening millions of civilians.

Every one of these attacks constitutes blatant violations of international humanitarian and
human rights laws, including genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, torture, which
should have brought immediate and on-going condemnation from the human rights
community. Instead, UN Special Experts, UN member states, and NGOs that routinely and
forcefully condemn Israel blamed the victims, whitewashed the terrorists, and exploited the
attacks to repeat the campaign accusing Israel of “apartheid”, “starvation”, “genocide”, and
other lies.

This debased rhetoric reflects an immoral agenda that directly contradicts the human rights
mandate that their government funder-enablers like South Africa, Norway, Belgium, Spain,
and Ireland self-righteously claim to promote.

Moreover, countries and UN bodies, notably Iran and UNRWA, have provided material
support for Hamas, providing military training and planning, smuggling weapons,
participating in the October 7 atrocities, holding Israeli captives, and concealing tunnels and
other aid diversion. Qatar and Turkey fund Hamas terrorism and harbor Hamas leaders.
Officials from these countries and UN agencies must be subject to international sanctions
and prosecuted for participating in and/or aiding and abetting international crimes.

Accountability of UNRWA
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In January 2024, Israel alleged that at least 12 UNRWA employees participated in Hamas’
October 7th atrocities against Israeli civilians, and asserted in March 2024 that “over 450
UNRWA employees are military operatives in terror groups in Gaza.” Additionally, a January
Wall Street Journal article, citing Israeli intelligence sources, reported that “23% of UNRWA's
male employees had ties to Hamas, a higher percentage than the average of 15% for adult
males in Gaza, indicating a higher politicization of the agency than the population at large.”
Furthermore, the EU-designated terror groups, the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (Pl]) each have official unionized bodies of
UNRWA employees.

Additionally, UNRWA has turned a blind eye to terror actors’ diversion of humanitarian aid
to produce rockets, build terror tunnels and other instruments, and to personally enrich
themselves at the expense of ordinary Gazans. The UN and NGO community have ignored,
and in many cases, openly covered up the embedding and co-locating of Hamas weaponry
within civilian infrastructure like schools, mosques, and hospitals.

Since October 7, there have been further examples of aid diversion from the Palestinian
people for use in terrorist activity. For example, on October 16, 2023, UNRWA admitted that
personnel from the Hamas-run Ministry of Health “removed fuel and medical equipment
from the Agency’s compound in Gaza city.” Reflecting the influence of Hamas, UNRWA later
denied the claim after public outcry. Additionally, on December 12, 2023, a video clip
circulated on social media, showeding humanitarian trucks entering Gaza being hijacked by
Hamas gunmen. Few UN officials have taken accountability for this diversion. Instead, the
standard approach is one of willful blindness and denial of these crimes.

Manipulating the International Court of Justice and International Criminal Court with
False Claims of Genocide and Starvation

As documented in detail by NGO Monitor, many European-funded NGOs and UN agencies
leveled false accusations of “genocide” and “starvation” against Israel. These false reports
were used to fuel political warfare against Israel at the ICJ and the ICC. South Africa has
been the leader in weaponizing Hamas propaganda with the help of undisclosed funding
(presumably Iran) through its manufactured proceedings against Israel before the
International Court of Justice (IC)J). Ireland and other countries have joined in this false
campaign.
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The role of Palestinian terror groups in this effort is also evident in that South Africa’s
delegation to the January 2024 hearings at the ICJ also featured officials from NGOs with
ties to the PFLP.

Showing Support and Harboring Hamas

Similarly, the UN has ignored the role of Turkey, and Qatar in sheltering Hamas war
criminals, allowing Hamas leaders to steal billions in humanitarian aid, and smuggle
weapons into Gaza. Countries such as Qatar and Turkey have funded Hamas terrorism and
harbored Hamas leaders.

Qatar has enabled the terrorist organization Hamas politically and financially for decades.
Qatar sided with Hamas and endorsed its takeover of Gaza in 2007. Doha has hosted key
members of Hamas' senior leadership and has transferred over $1.8 billion to Hamas. In
2012, Hamas opened a political office in Qatar. Head of Hamas’s communications office

Khalil al-Hayya, Hamas'’s former political chief and current head of the group’s diaspora
office Khaled Mashal have resided in Qatar, as did chief of Hamas political bureau Ismail
Haniyeh until his death in 2023. These Hamas leaders have enjoyed a life of luxury, living in
five-star hotels and villas. In contrast, most of the population of the Gaza Strip live in abject
poverty.

Qatar has also spearheaded efforts to negotiate a deal for a ceasefire and the release of the
hostages. Qatar knows the condition and most likely whereabouts of the hostages, but
instead arm and harbor their Hamas kidnappers.

Hamas is also supported by Turkey. Hamas officials commonly visit Turkey to hold meetings,

and sometimes for extended periods. Hamas operatives have also moved to Istanbul in the
last few years. In 2011, Hamas established a presence in Turkey when 10 Hamas
operatives were sent to Turkey as part of the prisoner exchange for kidnapped Israel
Defense Forces soldier Gilad Shalit. Hamas has plotted attacks from Turkey. According to
The Telegraph, “Transcripts of Israeli police interrogations with suspects show that senior

Hamas operatives are using Turkey'’s largest city to direct operations in Jerusalem and the
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occupied West Bank, including an assassination attempt earlier this year on the mayor of
Jerusalem.” In June 2024, the Israel Security Agency (Shabak) announced it had foiled a
terrorist attack that had been planned by the Hamas headquarters in Turkey. Additionally,
members of Hamas’ political bureau met with Turkish intelligence officials on October 7.
2023, the same day Hamas launched its brutal massacre on southern Israel.

Besides aiding and abetting Hamas, countries such as Norway turned a blind eye to
Palestinian terrorism. Norwegian “humanitarian” NGOs for years have lobbied Western
governments to weaken counter-terror regulations and promote policies of transferring aid
in the form of cash payments to be administered by Hamas officials.

All of these actors are complicit in the October 7 atrocities and must be held accountable.
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