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​On October 7, 2023, thousands of Palestinian terrorists poured across the border from Gaza​
​into Israel, slaughtering 1200 people, torturing and maiming thousands, including 36​
​children who were slaughtered in their homes. Hamas, and other terrorist groups, also​
​kidnapped more than 200 individuals, including women and children. In parallel, thousands​
​of rockets were fired at Israeli population centers, sending millions rushing to shelters.​

​Every one of these attacks constitutes a blatant violation of international humanitarian and​
​human rights laws, which should have brought immediate condemnation from the human​
​rights community. Instead, several UN Special Experts and NGOs that routinely and​
​forcefully condemn Israel blamed the victims, whitewashed the terrorists, minimized and​
​covered up genocidal rhetoric, and exploited the attacks to repeat the campaign accusing​
​Israel of “genocide,” “apartheid” and other calumnies.​

​This debased rhetoric reflects an immoral agenda that directly contradicts the human rights​
​mandate that their government funder-enablers claim to promote.​

​Incitement and Atrocity Inversion​

​On October 7, 2023, Hamas and other Gaza-based terror groups perpetrated the world’s​
​deadliest one-day massacre in more than 20 years. The horrific murder, torture, rape,​
​desecration of bodies, and kidnapping of civilians posed a challenge for the network of​
​ideologically driven UN Special Experts and anti-Israel NGOs (many of whom actively seek​
​the country’s elimination), as well as many funded by European governments and UN​
​agencies.​

​This strategy reflects the commitment of many in the human rights sphere to Soviet,​
​Islamist, and post-colonial ideologies. These beliefs, amplified by antisemitism, seek to​
​minimize or even erase evidence where Israelis and Jews are victimized.​

​1​



​This atrocity inversion – whereby the real crimes of Hamas, including attempted genocide​
​and ethnic cleansing, are projected onto Israel – is antisemitic, simultaneously denying the​
​unimaginable experiences of Jewish victims and constituting a blood libel against Israel.​

​As​​documented in detail by NGO Monitor​​, many leveled​​false accusations of “genocide”​
​against Israel. They also exploited the massacre and war to amplify their ongoing campaign​
​to attach the “​​apartheid​​” label to Israel. In some​​instances, the “apartheid” claims were​
​explicitly used to justify and minimize the October 7 attack. At the same, these same actors​
​have ignored Iran and Hamas’ genocidal agenda and the open antisemitism and incitement​
​to violence of the “Free Palestine” movement which seeks to isolate and terrorize Jews​
​across the globe.​

​Additionally, rather than use law and international justice frameworks to support the victims​
​of the atrocities, these actors have sought to use​​lawfare​​to spread anti-Israel propaganda​
​and to target allied support for Israel in an effort to harm Israel’s ability to defend itself​
​against Iran and its terror proxy armies of Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, and Syrian and​
​Iraqi militias. NGOs have filed lawsuits against the United States, UK, and the Netherlands,​
​seeking judgments that seek to have courts force destructive policies on governments,​
​which they are unable to obtain via the democratic process. The legal basis for these​
​lawsuits are exceedingly weak, if not frivolous, and may meet the threshold for sanctionable​
​conduct in some of the jurisdictions.​

​Covering Up and Minimizing Atrocities​
​Certain UN Special Experts and NGOs have also systematically covered up and minimized​
​genocidal actions that took place on October 7, specifically actions of widespread sexual​
​violence.​​Survivors of the barbaric October 7 attack​​have reported witnessing the brutal​
​raping of women and Hamas has published horrific images on social media showing​
​members of Hamas engaging in sexual assault. Women and girls were paraded naked​
​through the streets of Gaza while onlookers cheered. In one viral video, the near-naked and​
​bloodied body of an Israeli German woman who was abducted from a music festival who​
​was later declared dead is seen being paraded through the streets of Gaza in the back of a​
​pickup truck. According to rescue units, there were “bodies of women and girls raped with​
​such violence that their pelvic bones were broken.” Testimony from captured Hamas​
​terrorists revealed they were ordered to rape whoever they came across, and found​

​2​

https://www.ngo-monitor.org/reports/false-accusations-genocide-and-ethnic-cleansing/
https://www.ngo-monitor.org/reports/blaming-the-victim-ngos-the-apartheid-libel-and-the-hamas-massacre/
https://www.ngo-monitor.org/reports/gaza-lawfare/


​amongst the bodies of Hamas terrorists was an Arabic-Hebrew transliteration glossary​
​with sexual terminology, including “take your pants off.”​

​Unfortunately, international women’s organizations and the United Nations have been​
​relatively silent on the brutality faced by Israeli women during Hamas’ war crimes. Nearly​
​two months after the brutal rampage and only following widespread condemnation for her​
​silence did the UN Women executive director​​first​​mention​​she was “alarmed by disturbing​
​reports of gender-based and sexual violence,” failing to mention Hamas or Israeli victims.​
​After only more condemnation and two more weeks did UN Women​​issue a statement​
​condemning Hamas’ use of sexual violence. Likewise, the UN Secretary General didn’t​
​condemn the sexual violence against Israeli women until​​eight weeks​​after the atrocities.​

​Conclusion​
​Antisemitism​ ​is​ ​on​ ​the​ ​rise​ ​globally.​ ​This​ ​is​ ​in​ ​large​ ​part​ ​due​ ​to​ ​the​ ​on-going​
​campaigns​ ​of​ ​anti-Israel​ ​demonization​ ​and​ ​erasure​ ​of​ ​Jewish​ ​victims​ ​that​ ​has​
​become​​endemic​​in​​human​​rights​​institutions.​​The​​horrific​​murder​​in​​Washington,​
​D.C.​ ​of​ ​two​ ​young​ ​Israeli​ ​embassy​ ​staffers​ ​is​ ​the​ ​predictable​ ​end​ ​result​ ​of​ ​this​
​incitement​ ​and​ ​the​ ​failure​ ​to​ ​combat​ ​it.​ ​The​ ​UN​ ​must​ ​act​ ​to​ ​address​ ​this​
​phenomenon and not serve to embolden it.​

​3​
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