
Successful Human Rights Grants Scheme projects for 2012–13

	Country
	Organisation
	Project Title
	Project Description
	Funding Amount

	Brazil
	Viva Rio
	Course of citizenship and responsibility for police
	Since 2008, the Government of the State of Rio de Janeiro ‐ through the Department of Public Safety has, through its Pacifying Police Units (PPUs), established a much stronger policing presence in favelas (slums) previously occupied by criminal organisations. 

This has already led to a significant reduction in homicide cases, especially among young people. The project will work to strengthen the relationship between the PPUs  and the favelas in which they work to promote human rights by training PPUs in human rights and related aspects of community policing and promoting dialogue with members of the community. 
	$90,000.00

	Burkina Faso
	Voluntary Service Overseas
	Sustainable protection of marginalised youth and children against trafficking and the worst forms of labour
	This project will seek to address the commercial and sexual exploitation of children in Burkina Faso through three key components. First, it will engage with local governance structures to promote effective monitoring and reporting of patterns of child exploitation, and care and treatment of rescued children. Second, it will provide appropriate vocational training and skills development for older disadvantaged youth. Third, it will facilitate access to income-generating activities for impoverished parents who are  most at risk of involvement in child exploitation. 
	$99,837.00

	Burkina Faso
	BEOG NEERE (A Better Tomorrow)
	Children’s rights protection in the context of natural resource exploitation in Burkina Faso – an engagement program with corporations, affected communities and government
	It is estimated that in Burkina Faso just over 51% of children are engaged in some form of labour, and that some of the most exploitative forms of child labour arise in relation to the extraction of natural resources.  The project aims to better integrate child rights into the design and implementation of mining policies. It will do this by conducting an in-depth assessment of the causes, consequences and extent of child exploitation in relation to natural resource extraction focussing on 30 mine sites and their neighbouring communities in Burkina Faso. This will form the basis of a series of recommendations which will be disseminated through an awareness raising campaign.
	$50,000.00

	Burundi
	Action on Armed Violence
	Realising rights and improving safety and security for women survivors of armed violence and women with disabilities
	The project aims to protect the rights of women survivors of armed violence in Burundi, focussing on survivors with disability. In particular, it will inform women and women’s groups about their basic rights, and how to apply this knowledge to protect their rights, for example, by prioritising and leading advocacy campaigns at both the local and national levels. It will also facilitate women survivors’ access to peer and network support and counselling services.
	$64,994.00

	Cambodia
	Community Legal Education Centre
	Enhancing access to justice for Cambodians and human rights defenders in the formal and informal sectors of the Cambodian justice system
	Community-level conflict resolution mechanisms, and the ability of marginalised groups (including women and indigenous peoples) to fairly access them, are seriously deficient in Cambodia. To that end, the project will expand and strengthen its existing alternative dispute resolution network of community-based paralegals to consult annually, more than 750 cases of collective land and labour related conflicts, domestic violence and minor civil matters.  As these community based paralegals and human rights defenders increase their capacity, CLEC will provide legal aid in 30 cases of criminal charges laid against human rights defenders asserting and advocating for the rights of marginalised persons.    
	$96,979.00

	Cambodia
	Cambodian Human Rights and Development Organisation
	Preventing and combating human trafficking and abuses of migrant workers’ rights through community-based initiatives
	The project proposes to combat human trafficking and abuses of migrant workers’ rights (with a focus on abuses committed in, or in relation to, Malaysia) by: assisting victims in their quest for justice; empowering citizens, grassroots communities and local autho​rities; and monitoring the general situation of Cambodian migrant workers’ rights (focusing on women in particular).
	$95,447.62

	China
	Zhengzhou City He’rbutong Education and Counselling Co, Ltd
	Strengthening the protection of HIV-related rights in China
	The project will work to strengthen the protection of the rights of people with HIV. Firstly, it will advocate for policy change by establishing a dialogue between people with HIV, public interest lawyers and policy makers to reduce discrimination by employers. Second, it will provide training for public interest lawyers to build their capacity to provide legal support to people with HIV. It will also raise rights-awareness of  people with HIV and the availability of services to protect their rights.
	$98,450.00

	Cote d’Ivoire
	West Africa Network for Peacebuilding
	Combating violence against women and enhancing women’s livelihood in the region of Guemon (Bangolo)
	This is a two year project which adopts a holistic approach to helping end violence against women through multi-dimensional awareness-raising activities which target communities in general and youth in particular. This will be complemented by activities aimed at empowering women by facilitating access to income-generating work and greater involvement in local governance structures.
	$85,000.00

	Democratic Republic of Congo
	Heal Africa
	Enhancing access to justice for victims of sexual and gender-based violence in Eastern Congo
	Although Congolese women have receive much greater constitutional and legislative protection of their rights since 2006, the reality is that these protections have had little effect at the community level, especially in the east. This project will seek to enhance access to justice for women survivors of sexual and gender-based violence. It will do this through provision of legal aid, including through mobile clinics and training programs for judicial actors and civil society partners. This will be reinforced by media and outreach campaigns in the target communities.
	$99,975.00

	Egypt
	St Andrews Refugee Services
	Resettlement legal aid project 


	The project provides for resettlement, legal aid and psychosocial services for the most vulnerable refugees in Egypt. The Resettlement Legal Aid Project (RLAP) is Egypt’s only pro‐bono legal aid centre offering resettlement assistance. RLAP works to identify those refugees who face extreme hardship, life threatening medical conditions, or imminent threats to their safety. Once identified, RLAP counsels those clients on the resettlement process and represents them in applications to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, International

Organization for Migration, and national governments.
	$100,000.00

	Egypt
	Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights
	Support the projects carried out by the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights’ Criminal Justice Unit 


	The project focusses on addressing human rights violations being perpetrated by the police. It will work towards: advocating for a comprehensive police sector reform strategy; striving to put an end to the use of firearms in dispersing demonstrations and to reduce the use of firearms in general police activities; understanding, and  providing recommendations to reform, the investigative process; providing torture victims with legal assistance; combatting initiatives to increase penalties under the pretext of promoting security; and, advocating against the reinstatement of the emergency law under any form.
	$100,000.00

	Ethiopia
	The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
	Free Legal Aid
	The project aims to strengthen the existing work of the  Ethiopian Human Rights Commission in providing free legal aid to indigent clients, many of whom are women, people with disability and persons with HIV.
	$50,000.00

	Fiji
	Ekta Hindu Samaj
	Human rights education for Indo Fijian communities
	The project seeks to address violence against women through communal engagement. In particular, it will seek to promote deep-rooted, positive cultural change by conducting a series of trainings, workshops and theatrical performances.
	$100,000.00

	Fiji
	Fiji Disabled Peoples Federation
	Employ people with THIS ability
	The goal of the project is to promote the right of employment for persons with a disability (in accordance with Art 27 of the Convention). In particular, the project will provide greater empowerment and improve the economic opportunities for persons with disability through employment and by establishing a baseline of skills, qualifications, capabilities and aspirations for persons with a disability. 
	$74,455.00

	Guatemala
	Association Pop No’j
	Training of indigenous women defenders
	This is a two year project intended to train 60 indigenous women leaders to become ‘Women Defenders’ against gender-based violence, drawing on and engaging with traditional values of their Mayan culture. The Women Defenders will establish a network to accompany and support women survivors of violence in relation to their physical, psychological and legal needs.
	$90,000.00

	Indonesia
	Asian Human Rights Commission
	Mock legislation of the law on anti-torture in Indonesia
	The project contends that Indonesian law requires a more detailed and effective set of provisions prohibiting torture than is currently the case. To that end, the Commission will support civil society organisations to draft, disseminate and advocate for the adoption of a legislative bill specifically addressing torture. 
	$64,953.00

	Iraq
	Development Iraq
	Rule of law in child labour issues in Iraq
	This project seeks to collect data about child labour across six governorates in Iraq which have been selected to represent Iraq’s religious and ethnic makeup, stimulate discussion between government, lawyers, media and civil society and produce a report of findings and recommendations. This report will assist stakeholders in understanding the phenomenon of child labour in Iraq and provide the foundation for adopting sustainable solutions.
	$73,848.00

	Jordan
	Jordan Media Institute
	Media training to expose human rights abuses  
	The project will seek to broaden the scope and depth of research and reporting on human rights abuses in Jordan. It will: develop and implement a basic curriculum to train and educate journalists and activists; advocate for the amendment legislation and policies that violate human rights; and, build strong relations with local and regional human rights organisations to create a research and cooperation hub.
	$97,888.00

	Laos
	Power International / Women’s Legal Education Association
	Legal rights promotion for marginalised social groups
	The project will seek to promote the right so women, people with disability and minority groups. The focus of the project will be legal support through training of the legal profession, creation and assistance to network of caseworkers and conduct of pilot legal clinics. It will also help to raise greater public awareness of the need to protect marginalised social groups through advocacy and information dissemination.
	$100,000.00

	Lebanon
	Lebanese Association for Civil Rights
	Empowering a team of human rights defenders to educate victims with innovative alternatives
	The project will aim to empower 30 human rights defenders to educate high risk youth and women victims about rights violations. The project will implement a range of activities, including field assessments in three regions to determine educational needs. The rights defenders will then be trained on a range of rights-related topics and will return to to conduct a variety of educational and awareness-raising activities for communities in the three regions.
	$96,065.88

	Malawi
	Women and Law in Southern Africa Research and Education Trust
	Promoting the realisation of women’s property rights  in inheritance and succession matters in Malawi
	The project will promote the realisation of women’s property rights in inheritance and succession matters in Malawi. The focus will be on training of magistrates and sensitisation of the public on the newly enacted legislation which protects women’s property rights called the Deceased Estates (Wills, Inheritance and Protection) Act, 2011.
	$100,000.00

	Malawi
	Centre for Human Rights Education Advice and Assistance
	Protecting sex workers in Blantyre (Malawi) from police abuse
	This project intends to empower sex workers to report any police abuse that they experience to CHREAA through its helpline.  CHREAA paralegals each have a cellphone connected to the helpline to ensure a 24/7 service which will provide immediate legal help and counseling to sex workers when they suffer abuse by the police. In addition, CHREAA paralegals will assist sex workers to report police abuse to magistrates’ courts in liaison with senior police officers who will assist with the prosecution of perpetrators.
	$71,000.00

	Myanmar
	Institute for International Development
	Capacity building support to civil society organisations in the self-administered zone of the Pa-O ethnic community
	The project will focus on building the capacity of two civil society organisations to play a greater role in helping increase communal engagement in local governance and awareness of basic rights within the Pa-O Self-Administered Zone. In doing so, the project will also help to catalyse the formation of networks between these and other civil society organisations in Myanmar.
	$85,000.00

	Nepal
	Women’s Rehabilitation Centre
	Assessment of the situation of victims/ survivors of domestic violence in Nepal

using DOVA (the Human Right Assessment Instrument on Domestic Violence)
	The overall aim of the project is to strengthen the implementation of the existing policies and laws to strengthen the action research and policy analysis skills of the partners. In particular, it will: strengthen evidence‐led and rights‐based advocacy about the current gaps in the implementation of the existing policies and laws; increase the capacity of the project partners to more effectively advocate for rights based implementation of existing laws and policies; strengthen cooperation between activists, experts and government; strengthen the international network of activists and experts in the field of domestic violence; train the participating organizations to train new organizations in the use of DOVA methodology.
	$99,968.00

	Nepal
	Pravasi Nepal
	Promoting and protecting the human rights of migrant workers from Nepal and South Asia 

	This project aims to assist organisations in Nepal, and South Asia to more effectively promote the application of international human rights standards and good practice to international labour migration. It will provide practical training to key civil society advocates, government officials, and targeted private sector stakeholders on relevant international standards and their domestic application. In addition to training, the project will facilitate engagement with and dialogue between relevant government, bilateral and multilateral agencies. The project will also facilitate new collaborative projects between human rights clinics in Australia and one or more law faculties in Kathmandu that support Nepalese civil society to implement human rights standards in specific domestic and international cases. 
	$54,000.00

	Nicaragua
	Health Poverty Action
	Promoting human rights of adolescents and youth to prevent domestic and sexual violence in the North Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN), Nicaragua
	The project will seek to reduce sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) in four indigenous and mestizo municipalities. It will do so by building the capacity of human rights defenders (especially to advise on Nicaragua’s new SGBV legislation), raise greater communal awareness and support local women’s organisations to work with local government authorities to address SGBV. 
	$100,000.00

	Pakistan
	Acid Survivors Foundation
	Enhancing women’s rights through effective implementation of pro-women’s legislation
	The project aims to enhance women’s rights in Pakistan by: training and informing key stakeholders (including judicial actors, government agencies, victims, community groups) about recent legislation addressing acid attacks on women; monitoring, documenting and disseminating information about the implementation of the law, with a view to informing effective implementation of other legislation intended to protect women.
	$99,424.00

	Pakistan
	Jinnah Institute
	Human rights literacy
	The project will promote human rights literacy among children. It will help to build networks and coalitions of change agents, focussing on educators, human rights activists, legislators and the media. It will work with these coalitions to incorporate human rights education into school curricula and, more broadly, publish and disseminate materials to sensitise children to the meaning and implications of human rights.
	$99,362.00

	Palestinian Territories
	The Human Rights and Democracy Media Center (Shams)
	Promotion of the concepts and principles of human rights within Sharia (religion) college students
	The project aims to promote understanding of human rights among students of Sharia’a. It will focus on changing prevailing attitudes to and perceptions of human rights through a variety of workshops, radio broadcasts, round table meetings, dissemination of publications and advocacy using social media.
	$30,000

	Palestinian Territories
	Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP)
	Strengthening the monitoring and reporting mechanisms for human rights violations of marginalised Bedouin communities in Area C
	The project will establish ten ‘community protection committees’ (CPCs) involving young men and women (and including people with disabilities) to improve monitoring and reporting on violations of the rights of marginalised Bedouin. The project will help to link and strengthen CPCs’ advocacy and coordination with international and national support mechanisms, including UN and international agencies. The project will also: train community members in campaigning and advocacy skills and techniques; support them to develop inclusive emergency preparedness plans; and implement small-scale community infrastructure improvements to enhance the resiliency of their communities.
	$99,971,76

	Paraguay
	AIREANA – Grupo por los Derechos de las Lesbians
	Advancing human rights in the MERCOSUR
	The project aims to advance the rights of lesbian, gay, transgender, bisexual and intersex (LGBTI) people. It will do this through a combination of public awareness campaigning,  a human rights violation documentation system and strategic human rights

advocacy activities. The project has a regional focus and will target its activities through the MERCOSUR regional body of High Authorities on Human Rights and Foreign Affairs.
	$99,500.00

	Philippines
	ARMM Regional Human Rights Commission
	Promotion and strengthening the human rights protection infrastructure in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM)
	The project aims to help develop the capacity of the newly established Regional Human Rights Commission (RHRC) in the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao. Activities will focus on training RHRC staff, awareness-raising about the role of RHRC and support to implement its investigative, legal, monitoring, education and advocacy functions.


	$65,000.00

	Solomon Islands
	Save the Children Australia
	Taking action against child trafficking and commercial and sexual exploitation of children in the Solomon Islands
	Current data is required to illustrate contemporary patterns of child trafficking and commercial and sexual exploitation of children in the Solomon Islands. This will enable the Government to better understand and address these issues. The project will collect and analyse data using a robust research methodology and will then use this as the basis for targeted advocacy to develop national action plans, legislation and policy which will target  trafficking and commercial and sexual exploitation of children.
	$100,000.00

	Somalia
	Association of Somali Women’s Lawyers
	Strengthening women and marginalised groups through advocacy and campaigns on human rights to participate in leadership and development of Somalia
	The project is aimed at strengthening competencies and capacities of women and other marginalised groups to constructively participate in policy processes in Somalia. The project will conduct a series of training programs to help beneficiaries enhance their ability to advocate for their rights and will reinforce this through production and dissemination of awareness-raising materials to members of the public. In doing so, the project will seek to engage with traditional institutions, academic institutions, schools and religious bodies. In particular, the project will target Somalia’s constitution-making process as a potential vehicle for promoting the rights of women and other marginalised groups.
	$60,000.00

	Sri Lanka
	Centre for Policy Alternatives
	Strengthening the democratic dividend in post-war Sri Lanka
	The project will focus on the promotion of democratic rights including understanding perceptions of democracy and raising its profile through the conduct of public interest litigation and recording of incidents of violence and displacement.  The project also aims to identify ways to resolve such incidents through discussions with affected communities.
	$94,478.36

	Tanzania
	Information Centre on Disability
	Disability and constitutionalism in Tanzania
	Tanzania is in the process of drafting a new Constitution. The project will engage with this process to ensure that the rights of people with disability are addressed in the new Constitution and that people with disability are able to participate in the process. This will be supported by training on the constitution-making process, advocacy workshops targeting key actors in the constitution making process, coalition-building among people with disability and media engagement.
	$100,000.00

	Thailand
	International Commission of Jurists
	Empowering women’s access to justice in Thailand
	The project will seek to build on the findings and recommendations of ICJ’s report on ‘Women’s access to justice in Thailand’, work which was funded by HRGS under the 2011-12 round. The project will thus mark the second phase of the ICJ initiative to advance women’s access to justice in Thailand. It will focus on advocacy and capacity building work with both state and non-state actors, including women activists and lawyers, with the aim of implementing the recommendations of the report. 
	$99,902.00

	Uganda
	Avocats Sans Frontieres
	Presumed innocent behind bars: The problem of lengthy and unlawful 

pre-trial detention in Uganda
	Uganda’s justice system is undermined by the problem of unlawful detention of suspects, reflected in the fact that the prison population contains more suspects on remand than it does convicted persons. The project will help to address this problem by: providing legal assistance to pre-trial detainees in one prison; holding the government to account for prison conditions through litigation of two test cases in the courts; and building the capacity of young Ugandan lawyers to protect the rights of detainees.
	$100,000.00

	Vietnam
	The Asia Foundation (TAF)
	Protecting migrant workers’ rights in Vietnam
	This is an 18 month project which will build on TAF’s existing work and relationships in Hanoi to support a coalition of CSOs engaged in service delivery to migrant communities in HCMC. In particular, it will work to: improve the provision of legal rights information and legal counselling services to migrant workers in HCMC; increase CSO advocacy capacity on behalf of migrant workers; and, co‐ordinate and advocate for positive policy change to increase the protection of migrant workers’ rights and access to basic public services. 
	$100,000.00

	Zimbabwe
	Zimbabwean Association for Crime Prevention and Rehabilitation of the Offender
	Speak out for HIV support and action in Zimbabwean prisons
	The project seeks to hold the Zimbabwean government to account for the proper treatment of prisoners living with HIV and AIDS.  This will be achieved through training and support to empower prisoners to advocate for their rights with decision makers. As a result, prisoners living with HIV and AIDS will have increased knowledge of HIV as well as greater access to support services and, ultimately, experience less stigma and discrimination. 
	$90,000.00
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