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    Breaking the Silence  

 Website: www.shovrimshtika.org 
 Registered “company for the benefit of the public”in Israel, founded in 2004. 
 Breaking the Silence (BtS) “collects testimonies of soldiers who served in 

the Occupied Territories during the Second Intifada,” claiming that the 
“testimonies portray a…grim picture of questionable orders in many areas 
regarding Palestinian civilians [which] demonstrate the depth of corruption 
which is spreading in the Israeli military…Israeli society continues to turn a 
blind eye, and to deny that which happens in its name.” 

 Funding: 2014 income of NIS 3,802, 165 million (latest available; accessed 
July 12, 2015).  

 2014 donors include the European Union, Misereor(Germany), Broederlijk 
Delen (Belgium), Norway,AECID (Spain), Dan Church 
Aid (Denmark), ICCO(Netherlands), CCFD (France), Human Rights and 
International Law Secretariat (joint funding from Sweden, Switzerland, 
Denmark and the Netherlands), Sigrid Rausing Trust (UK), SIVMO 
(Netherlands), Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Open Society Institute, New 
Israel Fund, and others. (See table below for detailed funding information). 

 Based on financial information submitted to the Israeli Registrar of Non-
Profits, in accordance with the Israeli NGO transparency law, BtS received 
NIS 403,754 from foreign governmental bodies in the first quarter of 2015, 
NIS 2,310,020 in 2014 and NIS 1,271,368 in 2013 (accessed July 12, 2015).  

 In 2008-2013, the New Israel Fund (NIF) authorized grants worth $560,428 
to Breaking the Silence (2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013).  

 Received two grants from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund totaling $145,000 
(2012-2015).  

 Political Advocacy: Active in promoting “war crimes” charges against 
Israel. These charges were based on anonymous and unverifiable hearsay 
“testimonies.” 

 Although claiming to address Israeli society, the NGO’s lobbying and media 
advocacy focus on international audiences, 
including presentations inEurope and the United States. Yehuda Shaul, BtS 
co-founder, defended this practice: “Sometimes, when you want to deliver 
messages to the inside, you must go outside.” 

 NGO Monitor revealed that following the 2009 Gaza conflict, several BtS 
donors conditioned the transfer of money to the group on its ability to 
gather a minimum number of incriminating “testimonies” against the Israeli 
army. 

 The cultural center in Zurich is set to host an event, June 4 –14, 2015, 
featuring the BtS photo exhibition, as well as demonizing “testimonies.” The 
event is sponsored by the Swiss Foreign Ministry, the Municipality of 
Zurich, and several church groups that are active in delegitimization 
campaigns against Israel. 

http://www.shovrimshtika.org/
http://147.237.72.24/WebOJSite/CompaniesDetails.aspx?id=513564724
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=44104
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/about/organization
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/inside/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%A9%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%94-%D7%93%D7%95%D7%97-%D7%9B%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%99-2014-%D7%97%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9D-ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/european_union
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/misereor
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/germany
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/broederlijk_delen0
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/broederlijk_delen0
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/belgium
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/norway_norwegian_agency_for_development_cooperation_norwegian_representative_office_to_the_pa_and_the_norwegian_ministry_of_foreign_affairs
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/spanish_government_aecid_funding_for_political_advocacy_ngos_active_in_the_arab_israeli_conflict_updated_with_grants
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/spain_government_funding0
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/danchurchaid_denmark
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/danchurchaid_denmark
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/_denmark_
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/interchurch_organization_for_development_cooperation_icco_
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/holland
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/france
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/human_rights_and_international_law_secretariat_the_secretariat_
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/human_rights_and_international_law_secretariat_the_secretariat_
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/uk_department_for_international_development_dfid_
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/holland
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/rockefeller_brothers_fund
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/open_society_institute_osi_
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/new_israel_fund
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/new_israel_fund
http://www.justice.gov.il/MOJHeb/RasutHataagidim/RashamAmutot/
http://www.justice.gov.il/MOJHeb/RasutHataagidim/RashamAmutot/
http://www.knesset.gov.il/Laws/Data/law/2279/2279.pdf
http://www.nif.org/images/pdf/nif-08-fs.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/fullscreen/39605272?access_key=key-1lndx9ptjp60j3u9dhgh
http://www.scribd.com/doc/60639333/NIF-2010-Financial-Staterments-Final
http://www.scribd.com/doc/102967801/NIF-2011-Financial-Staterments
http://www.nif.org/images/pdf/financials/145741062-NIF-2012-Financial-Statements.pdf
http://www.nif.org/images/pdf/financials/NIF-2013-Audited-Financial-Statements.pdf
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/rockefeller_brothers_fund
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/mar/22/israel-palestinian-territories-war-crimes
http://debates.oireachtas.ie/EUJ/2010/02/04/00003.asp
http://www.oireachtas.ie/parliament/mediazone/pressreleases/name-1508-en.html
http://www.news1.co.il/ArticlePrintVersion.aspx?docId=117855&subjectID=1
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/europe_to_breaking_the_silence_bring_us_as_many_incriminating_testimonies_as_possible
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/exhibits
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 In 2010 BtS published a highly tendentious book titled Occupation of the 
Territories - Israeli Soldier testimonies 2000-2010, which claimed to provide 
a counter to the “official Israeli position” on IDF actions in the territories. 
NGO Monitor analysis has revealed that this book was rife with 
methodological problems and appeared to tailor the testimonies to 
predetermined “analyses” that falsely claimed that Israeli actions are not 
aimed at self-defense but at “terrorizing the civilian population.” 

 This book was later re-published under the title Our Harsh Logic and 
translated into Swedish, German, and Dutch. The launching of the book in 
the various languages served as a platform for further demonization and 
delegitmization of Israel, including accusations of “racism” and alleged 
“political assassinations” of Palestinians, claims that Gaza is still “occupied,” 
and implying that Israel is ethnically cleansing “area C.” 

 Analysis by Amos Harel in Ha’aretz: “Breaking the Silence...has a clear 
political agenda, and can no longer be classed as a ‘human rights 
organization.’ Any organization whose website includes the claim by 
members to expose the ‘corruption which permeates the military system’ is 
not a neutral observer. The organization has a clear agenda: to expose the 
consequences of IDF troops serving in the West Bank and Gaza. This seems 
more of interest to its members than seeking justice for specific injustices.” 
(July 17, 2009) 

 BtS members and anti-Israel activists Yonatan and Itamar Shapira were on 
the “Jews for Justice for Palestinians” boat “Irene,” which sought to violate 
Israel’s security-based policies regarding naval traffic into Gaza (September 
2010). 

 During a BtS event at a museum in Sweden (March 2011), Itamar 
Shapira stated that “We [Israelis] are creating the terror against us.” 

 Conducts tours to Hebron and the South Hebron Hills to “witness first hand 
the dire situation.”Criticized by Israeli police officials for 
“antagoniz[ing]...settlers in the hope that the settlers will attack them.” 

*Amounts based on NGO financial reports (amounts in NIS) 

Donor 2013  2014  

European Union 422,566 274,493 

Misereor (Germany) 333,139 468,539 

Broederlijk Delen (Belgium) 270,024 146,579 

Norwegian Embassy 248,823 165,150 

AECID (Spain) 177,660 293,424 

http://www.ngo-monitor.org/pdf/bts_book2011.pdf
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/pdf/bts_book2011.pdf
http://www.leopardforlag.se/2013/04/israeliska-soldater-vittnar-bryt-tystnaden/
http://www.daserste.de/information/wissen-kultur/ttt/sendung/wdr/2012/breaking-the-silence-breaking-the-silence-nahost-israel-besetzte-gebiete-100.html
http://www.gate48.org/?p=197
http://global-human-rights.blogspot.co.il/2012/11/israeli-soldiers-breaking-silence-on.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1100736.html
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/breaking_the_silence_in_sweden_we_are_creating_the_terror_against_us_basically_
http://www.shovrimshtika.org/tours_e.asp
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3556322,00.html
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/inside/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/BtS-Financial-Statements-2013-EN-1.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/inside/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%A9%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%94-%D7%93%D7%95%D7%97-%D7%9B%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%99-2014-%D7%97%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9D-ENGLISH.pdf
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ICCO (Netherlands) 147,325 150,337 

Dan Church Aid (Denmark) 125,594 160,753 

Human Rights and International Law 

Secretariat (joint funding from 

Sweden, Switzerland, Denmark and 

the Netherlands) 

  382,953 

Medico International (Germany) 50,673 40,000 

SIVMO (Netherlands) 59,558 46,924 

Foundation Pro Victims (Switzerland) 273,372 273,993 

Sigrid Rausing Trust (UK) 157,150 287,580 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund 155,980 188,925 

Open Society Institute (US)  135,740 160,026 

New Israel Fund 72, 025 138,752 

Moriah Fund 121,268 102,479 

Foundation for Middle East Peace 

(US) 
36,185 26,032 

Trocaire (Ireland)   73,030 

CCFD (France)   47,258 

NGO Development Center (NDC)   47,169 

 


